UPPER SCHOOL
PROGRAM GUIDE



MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Keystone School is to offer an accelerated PK3-12
curriculum to provide motivated students with a nationally recognized,
well-rounded educational experience in a supportive, inclusive
environment that encourages academic excellence, ethical growth,
community involvement, and responsible leadership.




UPPER SCHOOL OVERVIEW

The Keystone Upper School offers a nationally recognized college preparatory
education across the liberal arts and STEM fields. With core requirements in arts,
athletics, English, history, mathematics, science, and world languages, students
gain a broad exposure to the human experience and ample opportunity to reflect
upon their individual role within the greater human endeavor.

Meaningful engagement in these academic studies and self-reflection is enhanced
by a student culture and faculty relationships that value acceptance, achievement,
cooperation, curiosity, integrity, motivation, and wellness. Our teachers are
masters in their content fields and in their craft and genuinely enjoy the strong
relationships built through their classroom instruction, sponsoring extra-
curriculars, and chaperoning outdoor education trips.

With caring support of their development over these important four years, our
graduates have the emotional attributes, academic abilities, and self- awareness
to matriculate to top colleges and universities throughout the United States and
the globe to begin leaving their mark and making our world a better place.
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KEYSTONE UPPER SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDY

A Keystone upper school student needs 21 credits to graduate, with a maximum possible of
24 credits. Of those 21 credits we require 20 credits to be academic and 1 credit to be
athletic, which is acheivable through the 9" grade wellness class, managing a sports team,
participating on a Keystone athletic team, or through approved out of school athletics.

Students are required to take 5 AP courses (2 AP English, 2 AP History, and AP Statistics). The
most challenging curriculum at Keystone will include 9 to 10 AP courses. Many non-AP courses
are still considered among our most demanding. All courses are honors or AP level.

9™ GRADE

Honors English 9*

Honors World History*

Honors Algebra 2*

Honors Biology*

Honors French 2 or Honors Spanish 2*
Wellness Course

10™ GRADE

Honors English 10*

AP World History from 1300*

AP Statistics*

Honors Chemistry*

Honors French 3 or Honors Spanish 3*
Required arts elective

The maximum course load is 6 classes. Keystone students are strongly recommended to
consider their total academic load alongside extracurriculars before committing to a sixth

course during 11" or 12" grades.

11™ GRADE

e AP English Language*

AP US History*

Elective 1 (Pre-calculus standard)
Elective 2

Elective 3

Elective 4 w/ permission

*Classes with an asterisk are required

12" GRADE

AP English Literature*

Honors Political Science & Civics*
Elective 1

Elective 2

Elective 3

Elective 4 w/ permission




UPPER SCHOOL ELECTIVES

Our robust array of electives allows students to purse intellectual interests
beyond the standard curriculum. Keystone students may also take a range of
classes at nearby Trinity University for additional enrichment

ELECTIVE AP COURSES

10™ GRADE ELECTIVES INCLUDE:

AP Art Portfolio 1&2

AP Biology

AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus BC

AP Chemistry

AP Computer Science

AP Environmental Science

2D Design

3D Design

Cinematography

Chorale

Creative Writing

Experimental Animation

Film & Animation

Film Studies: Origins to 1960s
Film Studies: 1960s to the present

e AP French Language 4
e AP Physics Mechanics w/ Engineering
e AP Physics Electricity & Magnetism w/

Engineering

e AP Psychology
e AP Spanish Language 4
e AP Spanish Literature 5

e Modern Acting for the Camera
e Musical Theater
e Musical Theater: From Classics to

Contemporary

e Rock Band
e Theatre Appreciation - Classical to

Renaissance
Theatre Appreciation - Modern to
Contemporary

11™ AND 12™ GRADE ELECTIVES INCLUDE:

2D Design

3D Design

African American History through Film
Chorale

Cinematography

Creative Writing

Experimental Animation

Film & Animation

Film Studies: Origins to 1960s
Film Studies: 1960s to the present
French 5

Human Physiology A & B

Intro to Economics
Interdisciplinary Spanish Studies
International Relations

Modern Acting for the Camera
Modern Global Issues: China
Modern Global Issues: Europe
Modern Global Issues: Latin America
Modern Global Issues: The Past and
Present of Food

Musical Theater

Musical Theater: From Classics to
Contemporary

e Rock Band
e Theatre Appreciation - Classical to

Renaissance
Theatre Appreciation - Modern to
Contemporary



DAILY SCHEDULE AND
UPPER SCHOOL CASA PROGRAM

UPPER SCHOOL DAILY SCHEDULE EXAMPLE

On Mondays, Wednesdays and On Tuesdays and Thursdays, classes meet
Fridays classes meet for 50 minutes. for 45 minutes to create a 35-minute block
after 4™ Period for our CASA Program.

1°* Period 8:30 AM - 9:20 AM 1° Period 8:30 AM - 9:15 AM
2" Period 9:25 AM - 10:15 AM 2" Period 9:20 AM - 10:05 AM
3™ Period 10:20 AM - 11:10 AM 3™ Period 10:10 AM - 10:55 AM
4" Period 11:15 AM - 12:05 PM 4" Period 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM
5™ Period 12:10 PM - 1:00 PM CASA 11:50 AM - 12:25 PM
Lunch 1:05 PM - 1:55 PM 5™ Period 12:30 PM - 1:15 PM
7" Period 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM Lunch 1:20 PM - 2:05 PM
8™ Period 2:55 PM - 3:45 PM 7" Period 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM
8™ Period 2:55 PM - 3:45 PM

WHAT 1S CASA?

CASA, the upper-school advisory program, supports the mission-centric goals of
improving leadership, student wellness, and community involvement. By providing time
for students to develop supportive and caring relationships with teachers and bond with
friends, the program is intended to build and strengthen student connections with each
other, the school, and adults while learning valuable ways to remain healthy.

This activity period can be used for:

Class meetings

Assemblies for the entire Upper School
Spirit-building activities

Advisory Circles

Sometimes the CASA period is left open as a Wellness Break for students to recharge
before class or to meet with teachers for extra help.

Advisory Circles are an important part of student social and emotional growth, where
they engage in important discussions on digital citizenship, responsible decision making,
and self-awareness. This is accomplished in small groups of 10-12 students led by
elected Wellness Council members.



DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

Students have the opportunity to take AP tests in May of the year they take the
class with the goal of earning college credit at participating institutions.

9th grade year- Honors English 9

Ninth-grade English provides an introduction to advanced reading and writing at the high
school level. The primary focus of the course is analyzing the ways stories reflect and
shape our understanding of the world. Students encounter ancient stories like The
Odyssey and modern novels like Life of Pi, and they learn to appreciate each story as an
independent piece of art while examining how the creators of these texts use a variety of
literary devices to achieve their historically-situated purposes. Students grow as speakers
and writers through weekly assignments (discussions, Writer's Notebook, grammar
instruction, vocabulary) and long-term projects that allow them to make arguments
about the texts we read and to tell their own stories.
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10th grade year- Honors English 10

British literature is the primary literary focus of sophomore English. Students will be
reading and analyzing texts by writers such as Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, and
American authors such as Zora Neale Hurston. Much emphasis will be placed on patterns
and elements in literature such as quests, symbolism, irony, satire, themes, motifs,
archetypes, and structure. One of the goals for the class is to learn to read purposefully
and carefully and to annotate using various methods such as Signposts and strategies by
Doug Fisher. A significant research project will start in September and will be turned in
the week before spring break. This paper will involve selecting a British author and
writing a documented research essay with appropriate MLA documentation. Students will
read and analyze several works by the author and will gain valuable research skills
throughout the process.

11th grade year- AP English Language

AP English Language and Composition focuses on university-level rhetorical analysis and
argument. Students learn to assess the strategies authors use to make argumentsin a
variety of contexts, and they develop the skills to make their own arguments about
literary texts and issues in the world. Students read nonfiction like Just Mercy and fictional
texts like The Great Gatsby. They grow as speakers and writers through ongoing work
(discussions, Writer's Notebook, grammar instruction, vocabulary) and rigorous long-
term assignments. Their work culminates in a semester-long research project through
which students investigate a topic that has a negative impact on our community and
participate in the work being done to improve it. They leave the course prepared for
effective engagement in discourse communities in their future educational, professional,
and personal lives.

12th grade year- AP English Literature

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is a college-level course designed for
the student who is capable of reading and interpreting complex material, engages easily
in higher-level thinking, writes effectively, and readily accepts intellectual challenges. The
course is a survey of world literature from different time periods with various genres.
Writing is woven throughout the course. While emphasis is on literary analysis and
writing critical essays, the course also includes informal, exploratory writing, vocabulary
building, and refining of listening, discussing, and speaking skills.



DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

Students have the opportunity to take AP tests in May of the year they take the
class with the goal of earning college credit at participating institutions.

9th grade year- Honors World History

World History is a study of the human experience from the Paleolithic period to the Age
of Exploration. Students will be introduced to the major periods of world history, from
first wave civilizations to modern, global nations and systems. The course willl focus
thematically on political, social, and cultural characteristics of these societies and build
historical research and writing skills. By utilizing a global comparative perspective,
students will explore patterns of continuity and change over time in culture and society
and look for relevant connections between the past and the present.

10th grade year- AP World History: Modern

AP World History: Modern is an introductory college-level modern world history course.
Students cultivate their understanding of world history from c. 1200 CE to the present
through analyzing historical sources and learning to make connections and craft
historical arguments as they explore concepts like humans and the environment,
cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic systems, social
interactions and organization, and technology and innovation.
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11th grade year- AP American History

AP US History follows the standards and curriculum defined by the College Board AP
and covers the history of the continent from the period before conquest and
colonization to the present. The course utilizes a chronological and thematic approach
to US history with an emphasis on primary document analysis and historiographical
interpretations. The course approximates the experience and learning of two semesters
of college-level, introductory surveys in US History. Students will be assessed on their
knowledge of content as well as their mastery of historical thinking and writing skills.

12th grade year- Honors Political Science and Civics

Political Science and Civics is intended to equip students to begin to develop an
analytical perspective on government and politics and serve as an introduction to the
social sciences in general. It begins with a survey of the major thinkers of western
political philosophy and then turns to the development of the American political system
over the past 250 years. In passing, it compares the U.S. political system with those of
other nations.
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DEPARTMENTAL ELECTIVES
count as a general elective towards graduation

Honors African American History through Film

Focusing on themes of rights, resistance, and resilience, students will explore perspectives on African
American history through the eyes and voices of African American historians and film makers. The
course will culminate with class projects on modern civil rights issues. Next offered Fall 2026. Open to
grades 11-12,

Honors International Relations

Introduction to International Relations is a one-semester elective covering basic topics in international
relations. It will be taught college style with a textbook and separate readings and will include lectures,
films, and other formats. We will often delve into current events, usually with the help of one of the
major foreign policy periodicals. Students will participate in least one policy debate and create two
guarter presentations (or write analytical papers of 5-8 pages) on an international relations topic such
as human rights, conduct in war, international diplomatic institutions, or an aspect of the international
economy. Next offered Spring 2027. Open to grades 11-12.

Modern Global Issues: China

This semester long course will explore the trajectory of China from the fall of the dynastic system,
through civil war and Maoism, to its re-emergence as a global power. Focus will be placed upon both
historical understanding and analysis of current issues related to China through film and texts,
research position papers, and group presentations. Offered Fall 2027. Open to grades 11-12.
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Honors Modern Global Issues: Europe

The 20th century--"the terrible twentieth"—as Winston Churchill put it--began with confidence in
continuous progress, yet by its end had seen world wars, genocide, nuclear attacks, totalitarianism,
and terror. This course presents the history of Europe in the 20th and early 21st centuries, Europe and
its global effects from approximately 1914, and in addition to politics and diplomacy, will also cover
economic, social, and cultural currents and includes reading a short novel. Students will have the
chance for independent research on a topic of their choice. Next offered Spring 2026. Open to grades
11-12.

Modern Global Issues: Latin America

This course examines the history of Latin America in the twentieth century. The course explores
political, social, and cultural developments such as nationalism, U.S.-Latin American relations,
revolutions, military dictatorships, and art and film. Particular focus will be placed on the histories of
Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Cuba, and Guatemala. Students will approach these topics and regions via
readings, music, and film. Students will complete a digital research project based on a topic of their
choosing. Offered Fall 2025. Open to grades 11-12.

Modern Global Issues: The Past and Present of Food

Through a thematic approach, this course will examine the role of food in shaping human culture and society and
utilize readings, films, podcasts, and lectures. Topics will include food in the Columbian Exchange, food and
national identity, the industrialization of food, food science, food and inequality, and the globalization of food.
Students will complete a research project on a food issue. Next offered 2026-2027. Open to grades 11-12.

Intro to Economics

This course is a semester long introduction to micro- and macroeconomics, “the dismal science” in Thomas Carlyle’s
formulation. For the first quarter, we will cover microeconomics with basic concepts such as scarcity, choice,
opportunity cost, and equilibrium. The second quarter will deal with the macro economy, including GDP, economic
growth, inflation, unemployment, exchange rates, and fiscal and monetary policy. Expect some economic history
and political economy. The course will include a textbook with occasional problem sets, readings outside of the
textbook, and a semester project. Offered Spring 2026.



Students have the opportunity to take AP tests in May of the year they take the
class with the goal of earning college credit at participating institutions.

Honors Geometry

(available for students who have not taken this class before enrolling at Keystone)
Geometry is a great complement to Algebra 1. Although concepts from Algebra 1 are
touched upon, they are done in tandem with explorations of congruence, axiomatic
proofs, shapes and their angle relationships.

Keystone's Geometry course is designed to be an amalgam of both concrete and
abstract skills development. Students use the compass and straightedge to visualize
geometric relationships as well as explore their artistic sides. Students routinely work
on fact recall as there are many theorems to prove, use, and memorize. Many of these
theorems return in Trigonometry and the Calculus sequences. Lastly, by the end of this
course, we will spend time on introducing trigonometric functions related to right
triangles. The sine, cosine, and tangent functions are fundamental to all of
mathematics, and thus students are exposed to a generous serving of this topic.

Honors Algebra Il (required)

Algebra Il is a rigorous and comprehensive course that covers polynomial, rational,
exponential, logarithmic, power, and other functions, sequences and series, conic
sections, complex numbers, and probability. The class focuses on application of these
concepts by emphasizing the development of mathematical models for real- world
phenomena. Data analysis arises naturally as students decide which type of function is
best suited as a model for observed data. Technology is used as an aid to
understanding theoretical concepts and not simply a way to work old problems quicker.
The class uses a blend of traditional exams and projects for assessment. Upon
completing this course, students will have a deep understanding of important algebraic
concepts and how they can be applied to solve various problems.

AP Statistics (required)

AP Statistics is an introductory college-level statistics course that establishes a
foundation for students in the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and
drawing conclusions from data. Students cultivate their understanding of statistics using
technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as they explore concepts like
variation and distribution; patterns and uncertainty; and data-based predictions,
decisions, and conclusions. Some specific topics covered are binomial, geometric, and
normal distributions, probability, confidence intervals, hypothesis tests, and different
aspects of bivariate data.

Honors Precalculus

Precalculus begins by briefly reviewing and providing additional depth and extension to
the functions and graphs studied in second year algebra, solidifying students’
comprehension of these functions and their applications. The course then thoroughly
investigates trigonometric functions including analytic trigonometry, oblique triangles,
and vectors. Later work involves transformation matrices, Markov chains, sequences,
series, and fractals. During the fourth quarter, students are introduced to the calculus
concepts of limits, continuity, and derivatives. Throughout the course, problem solving
and real world applications are emphasized, along with the appropriate use of
technology to enhance understanding.



AP Calculus AB

AP Calculus AB is the equivalent of the first semester of Calculus at the collegiate level.
Students cultivate their understanding of differential and integral calculus through
engaging with real-world problems represented graphically, numerically, analytically,
and verbally and using definitions and theorems to build arguments and justify
conclusions as they explore concepts like change, limits, and the analysis of functions.
AP Calculus AB provides an understanding of the fundamental concepts and methods
of differential and integral calculus with an emphasis on their application, and the use
of multiple representations incorporating graphic, numeric, analytic, algebraic, and
verbal and written responses. Topics of study include: functions, limits, derivatives, and
integrals.
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AP Calculus BC

AP Calculus AB is the equivalent of the first semester of Calculus at the collegiate level.
AP Calculus BC includes all of the topics covered in AP Calculus AB, as well as the
following:
* Convergence tests for series
Taylor series
Parametric equations
Polar functions (including arc length in polar coordinates and calculating area)
Arc length calculations using integration
Integration by parts
Improper integrals
Differential equations for logistic growth
Using partial fractions to integrate rational functions

SOILLVWAHLVW

Calculus I11

This course will extend many things learned in single variable calculus (hamely
differentiation and integration) to functions of many variables. Although we will use many
techniques and skills learned in Calc BC, moving to higher dimensions presents new
challenges. We'll study introductory vector concepts, more advanced vector operations
and operators, and vector valued functions along with all the (fun) problems they present.
The ultimate goal is to make it to an in-depth study of Green’s Theorem and Line Integrals
(an integral which is a blend of vector fields, vector-valued functions, and
parameterizations). Open to students who have completed Keystone’s AP Calc BC

and have met the requirements of the advanced math standing process.

DEPARTMENTAL ELECTIVES
count as a general elective towards graduation

AP Computer Science

This course is an introduction to computer science focused on the use of object-
oriented programming as a tool for logical problem solving in which students will learn
how to write, run, and debug programs written in Java. The class is equivalent to a first
semester college-level course and will prepare the student to take the AP Computer
Science A test, rather than AP Computer Science Principles.



DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

9th grade year- Honors Bio9 (required)

Ninth-grade Biology 1 gives students the opportunity to develop a fundamental
understanding of modern biological concepts and scientific processes, building a
foundation for the courses that follow. The overarching topics explored are cellular
systems, evolution, and genetics. Within those topics, students apply the ideas they
are studying to a variety of organisms within the natural world, ranging from termites
to squids. Underlying biochemical processes are studied throughout the year and a
culminating individual project examines photosynthesis and cellular respiration from
the perspective of ecological interrelationships. Energy transfer is investigated from
the cellular level to the ecosystem. In addition to lab work, small-group problem-
solving activities are designed to foster creative thinking within the scaffolding of logic,
while individual research enables students to investigate topics of particular interest.
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

10th grade year- Honors Chem10 (required)

Tenth-grade Chemisty 1 students will develop a deep conceptual understanding of
matter and energy at the molecular level. The class is taught as a precursor to the AP
Chemistry course and therefore covers a large number of topics. These topics include
electronic structure of atoms, using the periodic table, inorganic nomenclature,
stoichiometry, precipitation reactions, neutralization reactions, redox reactions,
thermochemistry, effective nuclear charge, Lewis structures, molecular shape and
polarity, intermolecular forces, gas laws, colligative properties, chemical kinetics, and
equilibrium. The course includes a laboratory component that correlates to what the
current topicis in class and allows students to have hands-on experience in a wet lab.

DEPARTMENTAL ELECTIVES

count as a general elective towards graduation

Students have the opportunity to take AP tests in May of the year they take the
class with the goal of earning college credit at participating institutions.

AP Biology

This course is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory, year-long college
course. Class time focuses on lab-based activities, collaborative investigation design,
and interactive class discussions to support the textbook readings. Topics include cell
structure and function, anatomy/physiology, human genetics, evolution, and ecology.

AP Chemistry

The equivalent of a first-year college Chemistry course. The course increases the
depth of knowledge from Chemistry I, and extends into topics such as Acid-Base
Equilibria, Thermodynamics, and Electrochemistry. Students are encouraged to take
the Chemistry AP exam at the end of the course.

10



AP Environmental Science

This course is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory, semester-long college
course. Class time focuses on lab work, fieldwork, hands-on modeling, and collaborative
projects to support textbook reading. Topics include ecosystems, biodiversity, species
interactions, environmental issues, and sustainability.

AP Physics Mechanics w/ Engineering

The equivalent of an introductory college Physics Mechanics course. The course covers
the following topics: Kinematics, Newton’s Laws of Motion, Work, Energy, Power,
Harmonic Oscillations, Springs, Pendula, Linear Momentum, Centripetal Motion,
Torque, Angular Momentum, Gravity, Statics. A fourth quarter engineering project

is included to allow students to put into practice what they have learned. All calculus
needed for the course is taught during the course. Offered 2025-26.

AP Physics Electricity & Magnetism w/ Engineering

The equivalent of an introductory college Physics Electricity & Magnetism course. The
course covers the following topics: Coulomb’s Law, electric fields, field effect on charged
particles, electric flux, Gauss's Law, electric potential energy, electric potential
difference, dipoles, capacitors, resistors, inductors, Ohm'’s Law, AC and DC circuits,
magnetic fields, Biot-Savart Law, Ampere’s Law, induced EMF, Faraday’'s Law, and Lenz's
Law. A fourth quarter engineering project is included to allow students to put into
practice what they have learned. All calculus needed for the course is taught during the
course. Next offered 2026-27.

AP Psychology

AP Psychology is a college-level course that introduces students to the scientific study of
behavior and mental processes. You will explore topics such as how the brain works,
why people think and act the way they do, how memory and learning happen, and what
influences emotions and behavior. Throughout the course, students learn about major
psychological theories, key experiments, brain structure and function, development
across the lifespan, mental health disorders, and treatments. You'll also examine how
culture, society, and biology influence human behavior. Next offered 2026-2027

Human Physiology A

This semester long course will cover topics including membrane and action potentials,
nerve and muscle control, reflexes, muscle contraction, the heart, renal filtration, the
hypothalamus and pituitary, the thyroid and metabolism, female hormones before and
during pregnancy, and digestion and absorption in the gastrointestinal tract. Next
offered 2026-2027.

Human Physiology B

This semester-long course will cover topics including the hypothalamus and pituitary
gland, the thyroid gland, and metabolism, female hormones before and during
pregnancy, and digestion and absorption in the gastrointestinal tract. Offered Fall 2025.

11
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FRENCH

Students have the opportunity to take AP tests in May of the year they take the
class with the goal of earning college credit at participating institutions.

Honors French 1

*available for students who have not taken this class before enrolling at Keystone

The first year of French language focuses on building a foundation of linguistic skills.
Students will immediately start speaking French using simple phrases. During the
course of the year, activities will include conversation practice, vocabulary and
grammar games, readings from a variety of materials, watching short films, along
with written, audio and video activities. The course stresses reading, speaking,
writing, and listening skills, along with engaging students to explore the different
cultures of France and French-speaking countries.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Honors French 2

This course is a direct continuation of French 1. It is designed to further increase
speaking and writing skills and comprehension of spoken and written French through
a wider acquisition of vocabulary and an in-depth understanding of intermediate
grammar. This course emphasizes the four main language competences : speaking,
listening, reading, and writing. Students will improve verbal and written language
skills, will be able to apply language competencies beyond the school setting, and
will, ideally, attain intermediate proficiency, as described in the American Council on
the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency guidelines. With vertical and
backward design in mind, the six AP French Language and Culture themes, based on
the College Board's Curriculum Framework, inspire the selection of reading materials,
class discussions and student presentations.
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Honors French 3

This course provides a solid foundation for the AP French Language and Culture
course. Students review and synthesize previously acquired grammar concepts and
continue to develop proficiency in interpretive, interpersonal and presentational
communication at a mid to high intermediate level. An emphasis is placed on
strengthening reading and writing skills through the study of cultural and literary
texts, including the French literary masterpiece Le Petit Prince, and through the
frequent crafting of essays. With vertical and backward design in mind, the six AP
French Language and Culture themes, based on the College Board’s Curriculum
Framework, inspire the selection of reading materials, class discussions and student
presentations.

AP French Language 4

Emphasis is on listening, reading, writing and spoken French, including grammar
review. Students will study the culture of France and francophone countries by
analyzing authentic texts and current affairs under the six AP themes to gain a global
perspective through language. Intermediate college equivalent. French will be used
intensively.

French 5

This course will emphasize speaking, listening, reading, and writing French. Students
will continue to study, analyze, and compare francophone cultures through various
media including books, movies, and other authentic resources. The course is
delivered entirely in French.
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SPANISH

Students have the opportunity to take AP tests in May of the year they take the
class with the goal of earning college credit at participating institutions.

Honors Spanish 1

*available for students who have not taken this class before enrolling at Keystone

This course focuses on the development of four skills; speaking, listening, reading, and
writing. Students will immediately start speaking Spanish using simple phrases and grow
as they journey through the course. Exercises will include conversation practice,
vocabulary and grammar activities, reading literature and magazines, watching videos
and short films, as well as listening to current Hispanic pop songs. The goal is to prepare
students for transitioning to Spanish 2 and for the modern global marketplace.

Honors Spanish 2

As a continuation of Spanish 1, Spanish 2 is designed to increase their speaking, and
writing skills and increase comprehension of spoken Spanish through the constant
acquisition of vocabulary and grammar at a low intermediate level. Students increase
their ability to listen, speak, read, and write the Spanish language through a series of
projects dedicated to increasing their fluency in Spanish. Following the ACTFL proficiency
standards, students will study a series of topics aligned with the 6 AP Spanish Language
and Culture themes.
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Honors Spanish 3

Spanish 3 is designed to increase students’ speaking, and writing skills and increase
comprehension of spoken Spanish through the constant acquisition of vocabulary and
grammar at a mid to high intermediate level. Students increase their ability to listen,
speak, read, and write the Spanish language through a series of projects dedicated to
increasing their fluency in Spanish. Following the ACTFL proficiency standards, students
will study a series of topics aligned with the 6 AP Spanish Language and Culture themes.

AP Spanish 4 - Spanish Language

Emphasis is on listening, reading, writing and spoken Spanish, including grammar
review. Students will study the culture through authentic texts and current affairs of
Spain and Spanish-speaking countries under six different themes to gain a global
perspective through language. Intermediate college equivalent. Spanish will be used
intensively. This course prepares students to take the AP Spanish Language & Culture
exam.

AP Spanish 5 - Spanish Literature

An introduction to the main periods of Hispanic literary production, Spanish and
Spanish-American texts will be vehicles for discussing, analyzing, and understanding
aspects of Hispanic history, society, values, and culture. Spanish will be used intensively.
This course prepares students to take the AP Spanish Literature & Culture exam.

Intensive Spanish Seminar

This yearlong course aims to enhance students’ Spanish language proficiency through
the expansion of their vocabulary and cultural understanding within various professional
contexts. It concentrates on specific fields such as business, medicine, engineering,
literature, art, and film, and is delivered entirely in Spanish.
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ANNUAL OFFERINGS
YEAR LONG ARTS ELECTIVES

Students have the opportunity to take AP tests in May of the year they take the
class with the goal of earning college credit at participating institutions.

AP Art and Design

This elective consists of a choice of completing one of the following AP Portfolio Exams
—AP 2-D Art and Design, AP 3-D Art and Design, and AP Drawing— corresponding to
college and university foundation courses. Students will create a portfolio of work to
demonstrate inquiry through art and design and development of materials, processes,
and ideas over the course of a year. Portfolios include works of art and design, process
documentation, and written information about the work presented. In May, students
submit portfolios for evaluation based on specific criteria, which include skillful
synthesis of materials, processes, and ideas and sustained investigation through
practice, experimentation, and revision, guided by questions. It can be taken in both the
11th and 12th grade years with different portfolio emphasis. Open to grades 11-12,
prereq of 2D or 3D Art. Offered 2025-26
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Creative Writing |

In this yearlong course, we explore the writing process through poetry, fiction, creative
nonfiction, drama, and more. Students develop portfolios of their own original work,
with inspiration from close readings, writing exercises, and group workshops. We
consider participating in community readings or performances, local and national
competitions, and various forms of publication. Open to grades 10-12. Offered
2025-26.

Creative Writing Il

In this yearlong course, students deepen their creative writing practice. They take
ownership of their studies, expanding their creative portfolios and sharing their work

in ways that are meaningful to them. Open to grades 11-12; prereq of Creative Writing .
Offered 2025-26.
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ANNUAL OFFERINGS
SEMESTER LONG ARTS ELECTIVES

2-D Design

This course is intended to address design issues that involve purposeful decision
making about how to use the elements and principles of art in an integrative way.
Students will develop an understanding of design through multiple mediums or
processes, including, collage, encaustic, textiles, photography, painting and
printmaking. In addition, art books, Web resources, gallery visits, and various forms of
investigation, interaction, and critique will be implemented to expand students’
awareness of visual traditions- cultural, historical and stylistic. No previous art
required. Open to grades 10-12. Offered Fall 2025.

3-D Design

This course is intended to address sculptural issues. Design involves purposeful
decision making about using the elements and principles of art in an integrative way.
Students will demonstrate their understanding of design principles as they relate the
integration of depth and space, volume and surface. Students will develop an
understanding of 3-D design through any three-dimensional approach, including, but
not limited to, figurative or nonfigurative sculpture, ceramics, installation, assemblage
and fiber arts. In addition, art books, Web resources, gallery visits, and various forms of
visual investigation, interaction, and critique will be implemented to expand students’
awareness of visual traditions- cultural, historical and stylistic. No previous art

course required. Open to grades 10-12. Offered Fall 2025.

Filmmaking & Animation |

Student artists take on the challenge of creating their own short film; it can be
animated, live-action, or even a hybrid of the two. From production schedules to
previsualization, student artists begin the course in pre-production; establishing the
story, milestones, and deadlines to prepare for production. Once students wrap up
pre-production, they will begin producing their film; developing their content and
communicating their overall story through their selected visual medium. Student artists
will then take their content and sequence it into a compelling story to sharpen
cinematic moments with sounds, graphics, and visual effects. Students will learn
fundamental techniques and workflows to create polished edits that make their films
ready for the silver screen. Prereq of 2D Animation, Cinematography or Experimental
Animation. Open to grades 10-12. Offered Spring 2026.

Filmmaking & Animation Il

Similar to Film and Animation I, but the final product will be in a different medium than
what the student produced in Film and Animation I. Prereq of Film and Animation |
Open to grades 11-12. Offered Spring 2026
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ROTATIONAL OFFERINGS-
SEMESTER LONG ARTS ELECTIVES

2D Animation

In this course, student artists explore the basic principles of animation with a focus on the
analysis of actions in order to develop an understanding of movement and character
performance. Through the creation of short, animated exercises, student artists will learn
about the 12 principles of animation, fundamental drawing techniques, and computer-
aided 2D animation workflows. Student artists will also explore a variety of animated
works produced throughout time and the world; underscoring the history and aesthetics
of animation as a medium. Open to grades 10-12. Next offered Fall 2027
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Chorale

Chorale at Keystone is a dynamic, performance-based course that focuses on developing
vocal technique, musical artistry, and music literacy. Students will explore a wide range of
musical genres through engaging, hands-on instruction. Daily lessons are organized into
performance-focused units. The semester culminates in a final concert, where students
will showcase their growth and achievements. Open to grades 10-12. Limited enroliment.
Offered Spring 2026, Fall 2026, Fall 2027

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Cinematography

In this course, student artists explore the foundations of cinematography and master the
art of visual storytelling through principal photography. Student artists will shoot short
subjects with an emphasis on technique and aesthetic. In addition to introductory film
concepts like shot definition and framing, they will also learn camera controls, lighting set-
ups, color psychology, camera movement/choreography, and editing techniques. Open to
grades 10-12. Offered Fall 2025

Experimental Animation

In this course, student artists are encouraged to explore and engage with different forms
of animated media. With a focus on aesthetics and an emphasis on exploration, students
will create short animations that utilize different techniques such as stop motion
animation, 3D animation, motion graphics, and more. Student artists will follow basic
animation principles and workflows to help guide their experimentation. This elective will
provide student artists with a strong foundation in digital media and communication.
Open to grades 10-12. Next offered Fall 2026

Film Studies: Origins to 1960s

The goal of this semester long course is to introduce students to the work of master
filmmakers from the silent era to 1960 and to learn how to engage in meaningful group
discussions and written analysis of their works. Filmmakers we study include Fritz Lang,
Charlie Chaplin, Alfred Hitchcock, and many more. Open to grades 10-12.

Next offered Fall 2026

Film Studies: 1960s to the present

The goal of this semester long course is to introduce students to the work of master
filmmakers from 1960 to today and to learn how to engage in meaningful group
discussions and written analysis of their works. Filmmakers we study include Francis

Ford Coppola, Martin Scorsese, Steven Spielberg, Spike Lee, Nora Ephron, Kathryn Bigelow
and many more. Open to grades 10-12. Next offered Spring 2027.

Modern Acting for the Camera

Students will learn the fundamentals of acting for the camera. They will reproduce iconic
film scenes and monologues, learn how to audition for film and tv, practice the art of
voice-over and commercial acting, and much more. No previous theater course required.
Open to grades 10-12. Offered Spring 2026.
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ROTATIONAL OFFERINGS-
SEMESTER LONG ARTS ELECTIVES

Musical Theater: From Classics to Contemporary

Students will journey from the golden age of Broadway classics to the bold and diverse
world of contemporary musicals, developing a strong foundation in both acting and vocal
performance. Through scene work, ensemble pieces, and solo performances, students
will strengthen their storytelling abilities, enhance vocal

technique, and learn the nuances of character development through song. The semester
will culminate in a showcase of selected scenes and musical numbers, allowing students
to share their growth with an audience. Offered Fall 2025

S1YV

Rock Band |

This course is structured by a combination of group “band” sessions, individual
instrument/vocal exploration, small group, and class discussion/reflection. Each student
selects at least two instruments to focus on throughout the semester

such as guitar, electric bass, drums, voice, and keyboards. Students select (with teacher
help if needed) at least one song(artist) to study during each unit. Individuals discover
learning resources and learn their respective parts. At the end of every unit, we will
perform selected repertoire. No previous music course required. Open to grades 10-12.
Next offered Spring 2027, Spring 2028.
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Rock Band Il

This course is a continuation of Rock Band | and is structured by a combination of group
“band” sessions, individual instrument/vocal exploration, small group, and class
discussion/reflection. Students in this course will model/demonstrate various techniques
for Rock Band | students and will play certain pieces as an advanced ensemble. Each
student will continue to explore at least two instruments to focus on throughout the
semester such as guitar, electric bass, drums, voice, and keyboards. Students select (with
teacher help if needed) at least one song (artist) to study during each unit. Individuals
discover learning resources and learn their respective parts. At the end of every unit, we
will perform selected repertoire. Open to grades 11-12, prereq of Rock Band | Next
offered Spring 2027, Spring 2028

Theatre Appreciation- Classical to Renaissance

Theatre is a unique art form. Playwrights, actors, directors, designers, and technicians
come together to create a living piece of art. Designed to have a little something for
everyone, this course will deepen your appreciation for theatre arts. Each quarter will
begin with a reading/analysis of a seminal work of dramatic literature. Students will learn
about the playwright and the history of the play in production. In the middle of the
quarter, they will prepare and perform scenes or monologues from the play. At the end
of the quarter, students will work in groups to create a set design for the play. The plays
to be studied are The Trojan Women by Euripides and King Lear by William Shakespeare.
Open to grades 10-12. Next offered Fall 2027

Theatre Appreciation- Modern to Contemporary

Theatre is a unique art form. Playwrights, actors, directors, designers, and technicians
come together to create a living piece of art. Designed to have a little something for
everyone, this course will deepen your appreciation for theatre arts. Each quarter will
begin with a reading/analysis of a seminal work of dramatic literature. Students will learn
about the playwright and the history of the play in production. In the middle of the
quarter, they will prepare and perform scenes or monologues from the play. At the end
of the quarter, students will work in groups to create a set design for the play. The plays
to be studied are Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller and Sweat by Lynn Nottage. Open
to grades 10-12. Next offered Spring 2028
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WELLNESS: MIND, SPIRIT, BODY

Required for 9" grade

A year-long class that addresses the pressures and challenges of life, with the goal
that students make healthy and responsible choices. Organized around the trio of
mind, body and spirit, quarterly thematic units on identity, communication,
personal health and community connections will be integrated through 3-week
rotations in the classroom, making art, and in physical activities like yoga, partner
dancing, interval training and Ultimate frisbee. Successful completion of the 9th
grade Wellness class will also earn % athletics credit.

Additional athletics credits can be earned by:
e Participation on Keystone sports teams
e Participation in approved off-campus athletics
e Serving as a manager for an athletics team

KEYSTONE ATHLETIC TEAMS

Subject to change based on student interest

Fall Sports
e Co-ed Cross Country
e Co-ed Varsity Soccer
e Women's Varsity and Junior Varsity Volleyball

Winter Sports
e Men's Varsity Basketball
e Women's Varsity Basketball

Spring Sports
e Co-Ed Varsity Track & Field
e Co-Ed Tennis
e Women's Varsity Softball
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T
OUTDOOR EDUCATION

The Keystone experience doesn't end at the campus gates. For our students, experiential learning is
a vital part of the learning that takes place here. Beginning with Lower School, students take trips to
learn more about science, the natural beauty and the joys of the outdoors, and to know each other
better outside of the classroom.

Through the weeklong trips, students receive opportunities to understand, expand, and apply real-
world learning through outdoor experiences, while living our shared values of curiosity, service,
creativity, empathy, and integrity. When students finish their schooling at Keystone, they often
recount their trips over the years as the source of deepening their connections with teachers and
with each other, and providing memories that last a lifetime.

Each of the weeklong Upper School trips explore unique American destinations:

9th Grade | Olympic National Park

Not only does this trip provide an opportunity for
returning Keystone students to bond with new
classmates, it allows them to study the Olympic
ecosystem of the Pacific Northwest, study old
growth forests, conduct water-based science
measurements and testing, and study the effect
of dam removals on a salmon migration river.

¥ 1oth Grade | Florida

3 Sophomores travel to the Tampa, Florida area for
wetlands research, marine biology instruction,
and other learning about a complex North
American ecosystem. Side trips include canoeing,
and swimming with manatees at Crystal River.

11th Grade | DC, Shenandoah Valley

Visits to Civil War battle sites, hikes in the
Shenandoah National Park and two days exploring
DC museums and the Mall, will supplement the
American history and American literature course of
the junior year curriculum. Planned excursions
include the Smithsonian museums and the
National Gallery of Art.

|

12th Grade | Yosemite
This trip brings students together to study the
Yosemite ecosystem under the themes of a sense
of place, interconnections, and stewardship.
Students explore the local climate, geology,
geography, plant life, and animal life to grasp
how and why Yosemite is changing. Seniors take
a break from the college application process and
celebrate their final year at Keystone.




UPPER SCHOOL EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES

Academic World Quest
Prepares for regional and national competition
on international current events

Applied Game Theory Club

Opportunity for students to learn the theory
and practice of games of chance and strategy,
such as poker.

Board Game Club
Afterschool group of students playing various
card and board games

Coding Club
Forum for students to solve coding projects and
learn more about computer science careers

Debate Club
Prepares for internal KS and local debate
competitions

Keystone Matters
Deliberative body of grades 9-12 to help get
student perspective on the campus community

Dungeons and Dragons Club
Student DMs run weekly multiple campaigns in
this role playing classic

KeyCrew

Student group who build school spirt around
athletics events; in charge of January
Homecoming events and dance

Keynote
Edits and publishes the Upper School Keystone
online newspaper

Literary Magazine

Determines submissions for spring Lit Mag and
produces the publication; runs quarterly Stone
Souls (open mike ‘coffee house' arts celebration)

Math Club

Coaches MS Math Counts, trains for US math
competitions, offers math tutoring

20

Medical Interest Club
Organizes speakers and visits to explore the
medical profession

Model United Nations

Prepares for local Model UN competitions to
learn about historic scenarios and/or modern
global issues

National Honor Society

Can apply 2nd semester 10th grade based on
grades, character, leadership and service.
Performs community service in SA and at
Keystone for grades 9-12

Quiz Bowl
Internal fun competition quizzing on random
facts

Robotics
Fundraises, designs, builds and trains for
robotics competition

Science Fair
Designs, executes and reports on science
experiments for local and international judging

Student Council
Plans Spirit War and other major US events;
forum for input into US policy from students

Wellness Council
Plans advisory circle discussions and US
student wellness activities

World Languages Club
Plans events expanding cultural awareness
and volunteers with kindergarden

Yearbook
Develops the K-12 yearbook publication
throughout the year.
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THE KEYSTONE DIFFERENCE
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