
2026 Tenth Grade English Summer Reading 
 
Hello, all! I’m excited to work with you next school year! This summer, we’re reading one 
required book and one choice book (list below). You’ll need your own physical copies of both 
books to annotate (instructions below). Please read and annotate both books by the first day of 
school. If you read additional books, I’d love to hear about them! Track your reads in whatever 
way you like (I like to use The StoryGraph, a simple spreadsheet, or a handwritten list).  
 
You may reach me with questions and updates at eramirez@keystoneschool.org. 

Required Reading 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (1831 
edition, ISBN: 9798800856415) 
A twisted, upside-down creation myth, Mary Shelley's 
chilling Gothic tale lays bare the dark side of science, 
and the horror within us all. It tells the story of Victor 
Frankenstein, who plunders graveyards to create a 
new being from the bodies of the dead — but whose 
botched creature causes nothing but murder and 
destruction. Written after a nightmare when its author 
was only eighteen, Frankenstein gave birth to the 
modern science fiction novel (The StoryGraph). 

Choice Books (pick one) 

1984 by George Orwell 
In 1984, London is a grim city in the totalitarian state of Oceania where Big Brother is always 
watching you and the Thought Police can practically read your mind. Winston Smith is a man in 
grave danger for the simple reason that his memory still functions. Drawn into a forbidden love 
affair, Winston finds the courage to join a secret revolutionary organization called The 
Brotherhood, dedicated to the destruction of the Party. Together with his beloved Julia, he 
hazards his life in a deadly match against the powers that be (The StoryGraph). 

Bel Canto by Ann Patchett 
Somewhere in South America, at the home of the country's vice president, a lavish birthday 
party is being held in honor of the powerful businessman Mr. Hosokawa. Roxanne Coss, opera's 



most revered soprano, has mesmerized the international guests with her singing. It is a perfect 
evening—until a band of gun-wielding terrorists takes the entire party hostage. But what begins 
as a panicked, life-threatening scenario slowly evolves into something quite different, a moment 
of great beauty, as terrorists and hostages forge unexpected bonds and people from different 
continents become compatriots, intimate friends, and lovers (The StoryGraph). 

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro 
From her place in the store, Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, 
watches carefully the behaviour of those who come in to browse, and of those who pass in the 
street outside. She remains hopeful a customer will soon choose her, but when the possibility 
emerges that her circumstances may change for ever, Klara is warned not to invest too much in 
the promises of humans. 
 
In Klara and The Sun, Kazuo Ishiguro looks at our rapidly changing world through the eyes of 
an unforgettable narrator to explore a fundamental question: what does it mean to love? (The 
StoryGraph). 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound life in Calcutta through their 
fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of their arranged wedding, Ashoke and 
Ashima Ganguli settle together in Cambridge, Massachusetts. An engineer by training, Ashoke 
adapts far less warily than his wife, who resists all things American and pines for her family. 
When their son is born, the task of naming him betrays the vexed results of bringing old ways to 
the new world. Named for a Russian writer by his Indian parents in memory of a catastrophe 
years before, Gogol Ganguli knows only that he suffers the burden of his heritage as well as his 
odd, antic name. 
 
Lahiri brings great empathy to Gogol as he stumbles along the first-generation path, strewn with 
conflicting loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs. With penetrating insight, she 
reveals not only the defining power of the names and expectations bestowed upon us by our 
parents but also the means by which we slowly, sometimes painfully, come to define ourselves 
(The StoryGraph). 

The Spy Who Came in From the Cold by John Le Carré 
In the shadow of the newly erected Berlin Wall, Alec Leamas watches as his last agent is shot 
dead by East German sentries. For Leamas, the head of Berlin Station, the Cold War is over. As 
he faces the prospect of retirement or worse--a desk job—Control offers him a unique 
opportunity for revenge. Assuming the guise of an embittered and dissolute ex-agent, Leamas is 
set up to trap Mundt, the deputy director of the East German Intelligence Service—with himself 
as the bait. In the background is George Smiley, ready to make the game play out just as 
Control wants (The StoryGraph). 



Annotating 
Annotating as you read helps you notice patterns, ask questions, reflect on ideas, and return to 
interesting passages later. It’s mainly for your enrichment, but you’ll also use these passages for 
your first assignments at school.  

Tools 
Use whatever feels most comfortable for you: pencils, pens, highlighters, sticky notes, etc. If, 
like me, you don’t like marking your books permanently, try sticky notes and pencils. Maybe you 
like ink and color on your pages. Do what you like! 

How 
●​ Mark - with sticky notes, underlining, circles, boxes, brackets, stars, hearts, other 

symbols, doodles, etc. 
●​ Write - a brief comment on what you marked (on sticky notes, margins, or a separate 

notebook with page numbers). 

What (your choice, but here are prompts to get you started…) 
●​ Gut reactions and responses: impressive details, interesting ideas, confusing or 

frustrating sections… Annotate: What do you notice, think about, or wonder? 
●​ Signposts: Motifs (repeated elements), Epiphanies (“aha” moments for characters), 

Contrasts & Contradictions (character behavior), Tension (tough questions characters 
face), Memory Moments (flashbacks that reveal character motivations), Words of the 
Wiser (mentor character offers their wisdom). 

●​ Literary Elements: setting, point of view, character, plot, conflict, foreshadowing, 
symbols, themes, irony, etc. 

●​ Writer’s Craft: literary devices (similes, metaphors, imagery, anaphora, alliteration), 
diction, sentence structure, etc. 

 
May your summer be everything you need it to be, whether that’s adventure, connection, rest, or 
something else! I’m looking forward to seeing you again in the fall! 
 
Best wishes, 
Ms. Ramirez (aka Ms. Estella) 
eramirez@keystoneschool.org 
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