
11th Grade: AP Language Summer Reading 2026 
 

What are arguments? They are all around us, in speeches and editorials, but also in commercials 
and social media posts. They are everywhere as writers and content creators vie for our 
attention and our buy in. It's important to understand what makes a good argument. How are 
arguments constructed and communicated? What makes a strong argument or a weak one? 
These questions will guide much of our work in 11th-grade English, AP Language and 
Composition. Consequently, we will consider the arguments being made in our summer reading 
books. While I want you to enjoy the books because they are great writing and allow yourself to 
become immersed in the stories along the way, also take note of how that is happening. What 
about the text pulls you in and makes you sympathetic or unsympathetic to the writer? 

You will read two memoirs for English this summer, one that we will read/study together and 
one that you will read with a small group of students. Of course, you are encouraged to read as 
many books as you can!  

But first, what is memoir? Mary Karr, author of The Liars’ Club (1995), one of the first 
memoirs that I ever read critically, defines the work as “a form that uses narrative truth rather 
than historical truth. It's a genre where one event follows another, driven by internal conflict 
and the author's attempt to make sense of their past.” Karr emphasizes the importance of 
voice, a unique way of speaking and looking at the world, and the subjective nature of 
memory. She also highlights the need for memoirists to be honest about their memory's 
limitations and to acknowledge when they're not sure what really happened. Memoir differs 
from autobiography in that it is focused on a particular theme, event, or period of time in a 
person’s life, rather than trying to recount one’s entire life story.  

For our first summer book, you will read Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by 
Bryan Stevenson. This book is the inspiration for the celebrated Stonecatcher Project that you 
will work on throughout the school year.  

For the second book, I have provided a list with some possible ideas for you to choose from. 
Please understand that this list is not exhaustive; it is just a place to start. You are welcome to 
select another memoir, assuming that other students select it as well (if you select a book  not 
on the list, at least one other student must also select it to form your group). I encourage you 
to read about someone whose life and experiences are unfamiliar to you. Most of the work 
for the second book will be completed in these groups once the school year begins.  

As always when choosing a book, you may want to consult with your family or friends and 
read reviews, synopses, and the first few pages of the text. The overarching goal is for you to 
enjoy the reading and be challenged by it, so make your selections thoughtfully.  
 



Please purchase paper copies of the books. Do not use e-books. You will use both books 
during the first few weeks of school for assignments, activities, and discussions. You 
will be tested and complete a Socratic seminar on Just Mercy within the first weeks of 
school.  

You are required to read both books this summer--carefully, thoughtfully, and completely. In 
order to prepare for the work we will do with these texts, you should annotate as you read. In 
simple terms, you should process each text by writing strategically in your books. See the 
instructions on the next page if you need hints about the annotation process. The annotations 
themselves will not be graded--they will, however, help you locate specific elements from 
each text during future work.  

We will have regular Socratic Seminars in class where you have to rely on your notes from 
the book to cite evidence, so that means that the more thoroughly you read and take notes, the 
easier it will be to find passages and the better you will be able to contribute to the 
conversation with textual evidence. 

Again, in addition to annotating both texts, you will have a test over the whole-class 
book during the first week of school; the work for the second book will be assigned 
after school begins.  



 

Required  
Bryan Stevenson, Just Mercy: A Story of 
Justice and Redemption  

Possible Choice Books  
Mary Karr, The Liar’s Club 
Jesmyn Ward, The Men We Reaped 
Cheryl Strayed, Wild: From Lost to 
Found on the Pacific Crest Trail  
Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and 
Me  
Temple Grandin, Thinking in Pictures  
Frank McCourt, Angela’s Ashes  

 
Hints for Annotating a Text  
Annotating is a way of processing as you read. It helps you actively engage with the text, and it 
will allow you to find important passages quickly in the future. You need to find an annotation 
method that works for you, but here are some suggestions.  

Annotating a text involves two steps:  
1. Marking (underlining, circling, bracketing, starring, etc.)  
2. Writing marginal notes–commenting on what you have marked and why it's 

important. Some people prefer to keep notes (by page number) in a separate 
notebook, which is fine.  

Potential Topics for Annotation [these are just examples--you do not have to include all 
these items--but you should strive for some variety, based on what you notice as you 
read]:  
● Literary Elements: Plot Structure (Turning Points, Climax), Characters, Conflict, 
Setting, Point of View, Foreshadowing, Symbols, Themes, Irony  
● Signposts: Motifs (recurring elements), Epiphanies (“AHA” moments for characters and 



you as a reader), Incongruity (inconsistencies/contradictions), Tough Questions (as characters 
struggle with issues), Memory Moments (the author reveals important memories), Words of 
the Wiser (mentor characters offer advice)  
● Writer’s Craft: Diction, Sentence Structure, Details, Imagery  
● Your Response as a Reader: What am I enjoying about the text? What is confusing me and 
why? What information do I still need in order to fully understand the text? What does a 
specific word mean? What do I think is going to happen next? What ideas are resonating with 
me or making me think? What connections am I making with experiences/events / stories 
outside the text? 
 
A little intro:My name is Dr. 
Leslie Gautreaux (Pronounced: 
Go-Tro, like Go-Pro), and I 
have been a teacher for over 16 
years in both the college and 
high school classroom. Most 
recently I have taught at St. 
Philip’s College, Alamo Heights 
High School, Texas Lutheran 
University, Rocky Mountain 
College, and Texas A&M 
University, where I also earned 
a PhD in English literature with 
an emphasis in Modernism and 
literary theory.  
 
I grew up in south Louisiana 
and regularly go home to see 
family and stock up on all the 
Cajun food. In my spare time I 
enjoy traveling, playing tennis 
and pickleball, gardening, 
collecting stationery and 
fountain pens, Wordling, and 
spoiling our family Frenchie, 
Gaston. I am very excited to 
share my love of reading and 
writing and curiosity about the 
world with my new students.   
 
The thing I love the most about 

teaching 11th grade is helping to 
create a strong foundation of 
understanding argument and 
literature in preparation for 
university work. I also teach the 
Rhetoric and Composition 
course at the college level. 
I especially enjoy talking about 
current events and popular 
culture to help aid in our 
discussion and make it more 
individually relevant and 
meaningful. This broader 
context adds sophistication to 
our writing. Watching or 
reading the daily news makes us 
all global citizens, in addition to 
being knowledgeable and 
credible writers who can relate 
our readings to real world 
contexts. 
 
As you are reading this summer, 
I will be too. I look forward to 
meeting you and talking about 
the great books we discover and 
our summer adventures. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Gautreaux 
 


