
Summer Reading//Class of 2027//AP Literature and Composition 

 

 

All seniors will spend their summer with a single collection of poetry. 

Choose either Clint Smith’s Counting Descent or Maggie Smith’s Good 

Bones. I encourage you to purchase a hard copy, as it will allow for 
deeper engagement with the many beautiful poems we will explore 

together.  The annotations should look and function as a conversation 
between you and the poem.   Simply underlining does not count as an 
annotation.  I should see a significant amount of writing on each poem.   

You will receive a test grade for the annotations.  Quality matters.   

ISBN for Counting Descent:  978-1938912-65-8 

 ISBN for Good Bones:  9781946482013 

*************************************************************** 

Some suggestions for Annotating a Poem: 
 

1.  Read it 2-3 times before annotating. 



2.  Ask questions in the margins.   
3.  Consider syntax.  Consider punctuation.  Consider connotations.  Is there 
irony?  Consider imagery.  Consider rhythm and changes in rhythm. Look for 
interesting sounds.  Look for repetitions.  Is there a shift?  Linger on the last 

stanza and the last line.  Finally, consider author’s message.   
 

******************************************************************** 

The second summer assignment for seniors will be completing a DRAFT of 
your college essay which is due the first day of the school year.  Our goal 

in starting your college essay over the summer is to give you the space to 
write without pressure. By mid to late October, the essay will be polished and 

ready to go. I plan to help you all along the way.  

If you finish a draft of your essay early, and you are ready to get the 
conversation started, please do not hesitate to share it with me.  The sooner, 

the better. 

dhall@keystoneschool.org 

 

****************************************************************** 

 

Have a great summer, Seniors! I’ll see you on 
August 19, 2026!  
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