
Dear Incoming Third Grade Families, 

To help our students stay engaged in reading, writing, and
thinking over the summer, we’re excited to launch our
required summer reading program! 

Here's what to do: 
Choose a Book Pick one book from the attached list.
Students may read the book independently, with an adult,
or listen to the audiobook. 

Complete the Writing Activities After reading, work on
the included writing activities. Students should write as
much as they can—more detail means deeper thinking! 

Pick a Final Project Once the book and writing are
complete, students will choose one culminating project to
showcase their understanding and creativity. 

Bring everything with you the first week of school! We’ll be
discussing the books, sharing projects, and doing some fun
follow-up activities. 

Happy Reading! Mrs. Steward 

P.S. Lost your packet? No worries! It will also be posted on the
Keystone website under Summer Reading.



THIRD GRADE SUMMER
READING

If you like Fantasy, you'll love:

When You Trap a Tiger by Tae Kelly 

Bob by Wendy Mass and Rebecca Stead

Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo

Legends of Lotus Island by Christina Soontornvat

If you like Adventure, you'll love: 

Odder by Katherine Applegate 

Once Upon a Tim by Stuart Gibbs

Stella by McCall Hoyle

Haven: A Small Cat’s Big Adventure by Megan Wagner Lloyd

 

If you like Realistic Fiction, you'll love:

Magnolia Wu Unfolds it All by Chanel Miller

Invisible Isabel by Sally J. Pla

The Losers Club by Andrew Clements

Gracie Under the Waves (2027 Bluebonnet Nominee) by Linda Sue Park 

If you like Historical Fiction, you'll love:

Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai

The Mostly True Story of Cleopatra’s Needle by Dan Guttman

Will’s Race for Home (2027 Bluebonnet Nominee) by Jewell Parker Rhodes
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Name: Date:

Persuasive Writing
Now that you have finished the book,

reflect on what you liked about it. Write

a letter to a friend persuading them to

read the book.
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Name: Date:

Explanator y Writing
¡ Think about the main conflict in the book

I that you read. Write the steps explaining
I how the problem was solved. Be sure to

explain using details from the text.



Name: Date:

Informative Writing
Think about a topic or interest of one of

the characters. What do you want to

know about this topic? Learn about it.

Then write and explain what you learned.
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Narrative Writing
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You have finished reading the book, but
the story has not ended. Write another

chapter to this book as if you were the

author to keep the story going.
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Keystone Summer Reading

Culminating Projects

After you have finished reading, select one of the following activities to

complete. You will share this with the class the first week of school!

미

Character Memory Box: Create a memory box filled with 8 to 10

items that are important to the main character in your book. Each

item should represent something meaningful about the character's

personality, experiences, or choices.

Scene-in-a-Box Diorama: Choose an important scene from the book

and recreate it inside a shoebox as a 3D diorama. Be sure to

include key details-like setting, characters, and objects-that help

someone understand what's happening.

Book Talk Video or Podcast: Record a short video or podcast where

you give a spoiler-free "book talk" to convince others to read the

book.

Map It Out: Design a map showing the setting(s) of your novel.

Label important locations, add a compass rose, and write short

descriptions explaining what happened in each place.

Photo Essay or Scrapbook: Create a visual photo essay or

scrapbook using drawings, magazine clippings, or digital images to

represent five major events in the novel. Include short captions (2-3

sentences) explaining each image's significance to the plot.

Postcards from the Plot: Choose three major events or locations in

the book and design a postcard for each one. On the front: an

illustration. On the back: a short message written as if you were the.

main character visiting that place.


