
Welcome to 5th Grade English!
This is your summer reading assignment. Feel free to email me with questions during the summer. I will be busy, 
but I will be checking email and I will answer, albeit not right away. Your first test in my class will be essay 
questions over these books.

- Ms. Hall, jhall@keystoneschool.org

Summer Reading Books:
● Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
● Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly

Sketchnotes: Hatchet

Instructions: For each set of chapters of Hatchet, you will 
complete a sketchnote page for a total of 4 sketchnotes.

● Chapters 1-5
● Chapters 6-10
● Chapters 11-16
● Chapters 17-Epilogue

Sketchnotes are NOT comics or illustrated text. They are 
structured visual guides that capture your thinking. What 
should you record for your chapter sketchnotes? 
Whatever stands out to you as important and worth 
remembering. Here’s a list of things I’d like you to focus 
on.

● What problems, struggles, and conflicts does 
Brian experience? 

● What do you think certain characters, settings, or 
objects look like based on the author’s description 
and your imagination?

● What does Brian learn about himself? What is he 
learning about life?

● What is Brian feeling at different points in the 
story?

● What does the narration say that you think is 
important to the plot?

● How are the problems impacting Brian physically, 
mentally, or emotionally?

● AS THE BOOK ENDS–What lessons does the 
character learn?

You will be graded on the following:
● Varied entries–don’t just focus on quotes or on descriptions. You should have a little 

bit of everything.
● Clarity–it should all be easy to read, clear to whomever may be reading it. This means 

TAKE YOUR TIME and DON’T RUSH. 
● Amount–your page(s) should be full. The more you include the better.

Use the chart above to help you design your sketchnotes. 



Character Analysis Mini-Projects: Hello, Universe

Instructions: There are four main characters: Virgil, Valencia, Kaori, 
and Chet. Pick THREE of these characters and, for each of them, do 
one of the following mini-projects. You must do a total of THREE 
DIFFERENT mini-projects:

1. Pocket Analysis: Create a "pocket" (physical or drawn) for one 
character, filling it with items that symbolize their physical traits, 
their feelings, their role in the story, and their relationships.

2. Text Message/Social Media Trail: Create a fake text message 
thread, Instagram feed, or TikTok profile for one character to 
showcase their bio, interactions, voice, and secrets.

3. "Hello, Universe" Diary Entry: Write a diary entry from the 
perspective of one character about the events of the day, 
focusing on how their feelings, opinions, and ideas changed 
during the day.

4. Poetry: Write a poem (any format) which describes this 
character thoroughly and explains something important about 
them.

5. Open-Mind Portrait: Draw an outline of the character’s head and 
fill the inside with symbols, quotes, and images that represent 
their internal thoughts and perspectives.

6. Character Playlist/Soundtrack: Make a list of songs that 
represent the character’s emotions, conflicts, and personality. 
Make sure to add annotations (notes) explaining how these 
songs relate to the character.

7. Thirsty?: Design a water bottle for the characters with 
personalized elements (stickers, charms, straw toppers, etc.) 
that would express the character’s personality, beliefs, and 
actions. 

You will be graded on the following:

● Each mini-project should reveal important details about the character
● Each mini-project should demonstrate awareness of major themes and conflicts in the story
● Each mini-project should showcase your own creativity and ideas about the characters
● Each mini-project should be organized, well-planned, and legible


