
Welcome to 6th Grade English!
This is your summer reading assignment. Feel free to email me with questions during the summer. I will be busy, 
but I will be checking email and I will answer, albeit not right away. Your first test in my class will be essay 
questions over these books.

- Ms. Hall, jhall@keystoneschool.org

Your Books:
● Hummingbird by Natalie Lloyd
● The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

Sketchnotes: Hummingbird 

Instructions: For each set of chapters of Hummingbird, you will 
complete a sketchnote page for a total of 5 sketchnotes.

● Chapters 1-7
● Chapters 8-14
● Chapters 15-20
● Chapters 21-26
● Chapters 27-34

Sketchnotes are NOT comics or illustrated text. They are 
structured visual guides that capture your thinking. What should 
you record for your chapter sketchnotes? Whatever stands out 
to you as important and worth remembering. Here’s a list of 
things I’d like you to focus on.

● NOTICE–What problems, struggles, conflicts are the 
characters experiencing? 

● THINK–What is the text saying about the problems, 
struggles, and conflicts?

● DESCRIPTIONS–what do you think certain characters, 
settings, or objects look like based on the author’s 
description and your imagination?

● EMOTIONS–what are the characters feeling?
● QUOTES–what does the narration or a character say that 

you think is important to the plot, the character, or to a 
larger idea the author is trying to explore?

● EFFECTS–what are the problems doing to the characters 
physically, mentally, or emotionally?

● LESSONS–what is the character learning about their 
circumstances, other characters, or life?

● AS THE BOOK ENDS–what universal lessons (truisms) 
does the character learn?

You will be graded on the following:
● Varied entries–don’t just focus on quotes or on descriptions. You should have a little 

bit of everything.
● Clarity–it should all be easy to read, clear to whomever may be reading it. This means 

TAKE YOUR TIME and DON’T RUSH. 
● Amount–your page(s) should be full. The more you include the better.

Use the chart above to help you design your sketchnotes. 



Poetry: The Crossover
Choose six poetry formats from the following list and create six original poems.

First analyze each poem, considering the poet’s poetic device choices and the 
line length (within three to four lines) of each poem. Then mimicking Alexander's 
style, write your original poems:

● Apology Poem 
○ “Dear Jordan” (p. 159) 

● Epistolary Poem 
○ “Dear Jordan” (p. 159) 

● Found Poems 
○ “Article #1 in the Daily News (December 14)” (p. 155) 
○ “Article #2 in the Daily News (January 14)” (p. 225–226) 

● Free Verse 
○ “On the way to the game” (p. 13) 
○ “At the End of Warm-Ups, My Brother Tries to Dunk”  (p. 24–25) 
○ “The game is tied” (p. 36)
○  “Missing” (p. 43) 
○ “Sundays After Church” (p. 50) 

● List Poems 
○ “Five Reasons I Have Locks” (p. 14–15) 
○ “Things I Learn at Dinner” (p. 172)
○  “Mom, since you asked, I’ll tell you why I’m so angry”  (p. 204) 

● Tanka 
○ “Tanka for Language Arts Class” (p. 212) 

● Tercet 
○ “JB and I” (p. 23) 

● Text Poems 
○ “Text Messages from Mom, Part One” (pp. 179–180) 
○ “Text Messages from Vondie” (p. 205) 
○ “Text Messages from Mom, Part Two” (p. 218) 

● Two Word Poems 
○ “At Noon, in the Gym, with Dad” (pp. 194–196) 

● Unrhymed Couplet 
○ “Conversation” (p. 17, 123) 
○ “Suspension” (p. 138)

*Simile, metaphor,personification, alliteration, enjambment, anaphora, 
assonance, rhyme, onomatopoeia, hyperbole, and allusion.

You will be graded on the following:
● How well you mimic the format of each poem you choose
● Your use of figurative language
● The variety of your poetic choices


