9th Grade English Summer Reading 2026

Why do we read stories? Some of you might say that you read because it is a requirement
for school. However, many of us read at the intersection of a variety of reasons—
entertainment, learning, communication, reflection, growth, connection. In his book
Wonderworks: Literary Invention and the Science of Stories, Angus Fletcher argues that
we read stories to learn to be human. With each book we consume and each character that
we digest we internalize and learn to try on new experiences and reactions that we can
later use in the real world when faced with similar situations. But whatever our reason for
reading, we know that it is a good practice.

We are going to spend some time in class next year considering this question, so as you
complete your assignment this summer, please begin thinking about what it is that you are
actually doing: what is happening in your mind, your body, and your spirit as your eyes
take in the words on the pages of your books, and in what ways might your life change as
a result?

You will read at least two books for English class this summer— first Lord of the Flies
by William Golding and a book of your choice from a short list provided in this
document. Of course, you are encouraged to read as many books as you can! The
choice list includes books that have been specifically selected because of their
compatibility with the objectives of the course and are excellent options for your
second summer book.

As always when choosing a book, you may want to consult with your family or friends
and read reviews, synopses, and the first few pages of the text. The overarching goal is
for you to enjoy the reading and be challenged by it, so make your selections
thoughtfully. If the thought of reading more this summer makes you uneasy, just
consider Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling’s famous quote, “If you don’t like to read,
you haven’t found the right book yet.”

Most of the work for the second summer book will be completed in small groups once the
school year begins. Please purchase paper copies of the books. Do not use e-books. You
will use both books during the first few weeks of school for assignments, activities, and
discussions.

You are required to read both books this summer--carefully, thoughtfully, and completely.
In order to prepare for the work we will do with these texts, you should annotate as you
read. In simple terms, you should process each text by writing strategically in your books
or on sticky notes in your book. See the instructions on the next page if you need hints
about the annotation process. The annotations themselves will not be graded--they will,
however, help you locate specific elements from each text during future work. If you
need a bit more structure and instruction for going beyond annotating, I have also
included prompts for a dialectical journal, which is just a fancy way to be “in dialogue”



with a text.

In addition to annotating both texts, you will have a reading comprehension quiz over
Lord of the Flies during the first week of school; the work for the second book will be
assigned once school begins. We will also have a Socratic seminar for the novels and
class presentations, so you can see how annotations and remembering and locating
important scenes will be crucial.

*Required
William Golding, Lord of the Flies

“At the dawn of the next world war, a
plane crashes on an uncharted island,
stranding a group of schoolboys. At first,
with no adult supervision, their freedom is
something to celebrate. This far from
civilization they can do anything they
want. Anything. But as order collapses, as
strange howls echo in the night, as terror
begins its reign, the hope of adventure
seems as far removed from reality as the
hope of being rescued.”

(Amazon)

Choice Books: Pick one

Julia Alvarez, In the Time of the Butterflies

“It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked Jeep at
the bottom of a 150-foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The official state
newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It does not mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor
does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents of Gen. Rafael Leonidas
Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. Everybody knows of Las Mariposas--the Butterflies. In
this extraordinary novel, the voices of all four sisters--Minerva, Patria, Maria Teresa, and the
survivor, Dedé--speak across the decades to tell their own stories, from secret crushes to
gunrunning, and to describe the everyday horrors of life under Trujillo’s rule. Through the art
and magic of Julia Alvarez’s imagination, the martyred Butterflies live again in this novel of
courage and love, and the human costs of political oppression.” (Amazon)

Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club
“Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending



[P

on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949, four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco,
begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and
hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to
gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost.
Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue.”
(Amazon)

Stephen Chbosky, The Perks of Being a Wallflower

“The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen Chbosky follows observant “wallflower”
Charlie as he charts a course through the strange world between adolescence and adulthood. First
dates, family drama, and new friends. Devastating loss, young love, and life on the fringes.
Caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to navigate
those wild and poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up.” (Amazon)

Tommy Orange, There There

“Jacquie Red Feather is newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left behind.
Dene Oxendene is pulling his life together after his uncle’s death and working at the powwow to
honor his memory. Fourteen-year-old Orvil is coming to perform traditional dance for the very
first time. They converge and collide on one fateful day at the Big Oakland Powwow and
together this chorus of voices tells of the plight of the urban Native American—grappling with a
complex and painful history, with an inheritance of beauty and spirituality, with communion and
sacrifice and heroism.” (Amazon)

Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao

“Oscar is a sweet but disastrously overweight ghetto nerd who—from the New Jersey home he
shares with his old world mother and rebellious sister—dreams of becoming the Dominican
J.R.R. Tolkien and, most of all, finding love. But Oscar may never get what he wants. Blame the
fuku—a curse that has haunted Oscar’s family for generations, following them on their epic
journey from Santo Domingo to the USA. Encapsulating Dominican-American history, The Brief
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao opens our eyes to an astonishing vision of the contemporary
American experience and explores the endless human capacity to persevere—and risk it all—in
the name of love.” (Amazon)

Hints for Annotating a Text

Annotating is a way of processing as you read. It helps you actively engage with the text, and it
will allow you to find important passages quickly in the future. You need to find an annotation
method that works for you, but here are some suggestions.

Annotating a text involves two steps:
1. Marking (underlining, circling, bracketing, starring, etc.)
2. Writing marginal notes—commenting on what you have marked and why. Some people
prefer to keep notes (by page number) in a separate notebook, which is fine too.

Potential Topics for Annotation [these are just examples--you do not have to include all



these items--but you should strive for some variety, based on what you notice as you read]:

e Literary Elements: Plot Structure (Climax, Turning Points), Characters, Conflict, Setting,
Point of View, Foreshadowing, Symbols, Themes, Irony

e Signposts: Motifs (recurring elements), Epiphanies (“AHA” moments for characters or for
you), Incongruity (inconsistencies/contradictions), Tough Questions (as characters struggle
with issues), Memory Moments (the author reveals important memories), Words of the Wiser

(mentor characters offer advice)

e Writer’s Craft: Diction, Sentence Structure, Details, Imagery

e Your Response as a Reader: What am I enjoying about the text? What is confusing me and
why? What information do I still need in order to fully understand the text? What does a
specific word mean? What do I think is going to happen next? What ideas are resonating with
me or making me think? What connections am I making with experiences/events/stories outside

the text?

A little intro: My name is Dr. Leslie

Gautreaux (Pronounced:
Go-Tro, like Go-Pro), and I
have been a teacher for over 16
years in both the college and
high school classroom. Most
recently I have taught at St.
Philip’s College Alamo Heights
High School, Texas Lutheran
University, Rocky Mountain
College, and Texas A&M
University, where I also earned
a PhD in English literature with
an emphasis in Modernism and
literary theory.

I grew up in south Louisiana
and regularly go home to see
family and stock up on all the
Cajun food. In my spare time |
enjoy traveling, playing tennis
and pickleball, gardening,
collecting stationery and
fountain pens, Wordling, and
spoiling our family Frenchie,
Gaston. I have 3 daughters.

I am very excited to meet you
and share my love of reading
and writing and curiosity
about the world with my new
students. The thing I love the
most about teaching 9th grade
is helping to create a strong
foundation of reading and
writing in preparation for AP
Language and Literature.

As you are reading this summer, I will be
too. I look forward to talking about the
great books we discover and our summer
adventures when we return in August.

Sincerely,
Dr. Gautreaux
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